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AbacusBio sets up Australian
subsidiary company

A bacusBio has setp an with leading firms and farmers in industry and on the egoing

Australian subsidiary Australia and New Zealand. The development of quantitative genetic
company, AbacusBio Pty Ltd, to move to establish AbacusBio Pty Ltd principles in pasture plant breeding
strengthen existing links with is a new challenge for Kevin,buta and pl ant i mpr ove me

Australian companies and develop  challenge which uses his existing AbacusBio Managing Director
further opportunities bridging science net wor ks and s ki | \eSile 9obs%rf@ay§ B éstlaﬁﬁshing

and business in Australia. excited to be part of the AbacusBio 4 company in Australia led by Kevin,
AbacusBio Pty Ltd is led by plant ~ t€am, which has such high levels of g | | create great
breeding and genetics expert Kevin € X P eri ence and e Xx{glabidiSdelifer our services into
Smith. In his previous role, as the  Kevin will be working closely with Australia.® Toget h
DeputyDirector of Bioscience AbacusBi ob6s New Zwilbptodde plantaadsaeimal

Research for the Victorian consultants as well as building a genetics, science strategy and
Department of Primary Industries, complementary team in Australia. partnerships expertise to a range of
Kevin worked alongside AbacusBio 6 Her e i n t he Vi ct diantsAustralaide.i c e, we 0|
consultant Peter Fennessy, continuing our work on quantifying  Eind out more about plant breeding
developing plant genetic the benefits of improved pasture

and genetics expert Kevin Smith on

improvement programs and strategiesgenetics to the Australian grazing page 2.

bridging science and business
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Beef farmers profiting from partnership

Fifteen Otago and Southland beef
farmers recently joined together
to improve farm efficiency and
profitability by sharing knowledge.
The southern group is one of several
created under the new Meat & Wool
New Zealand Beef Profit Partnership
(M&WNZBPP) program.

The group shares their knowledge

with each other, suggest possible

changes and then evaluate the results

of the trials andpubleaiamd. opment s.
sharing their knowledge, experience  gometimes different approaches will
and findings, real progress canbe  peeq to be developed for different
quickly made, 0 Si g8 F& &infble, some farmers
The key findings from the trials will  may be best to focus on grazing

0By

Organisers of the scheme, based on ahave implications for many operators management to ensure intake and

highly successful Australian model
launched in 2007, anticipate that
farmers involved in the programs can
lift profitability by 5% per annum
within two years of joining.

AbacusBio farm consultant and group farms to heavy Southland soils.

co-ordinator Simon
Glennie said the idea

of
and
the Cl & | process,
underperforming areas are
identified, possible

changes are discussed, the likely

impacts of change are assessed and ashared with farmers in the group and

action plan is drawn up to implement
the change.

ol mproving growth
behind the program is thatattle is a major focus for the group. We
farmers takaup new ideas know that finishing cattle to high weights
quickly through a processeariier will reduce wintering costs, which can
6 c 0 n st an tgetounql hand\os fareers with cattle

i nnovat iganny ataludeor gn lessdleveloped
country. 6

even though within the group there  pasture quality is maximised through
are a diverse range of properties; careful rotation planning. Others may
these range from traditional beef cow benefit from structural changes such
operators to pure finishing operations, as shardarming arrangements.

on land as diverse as dry east coast Group members have also said they

want to focus on maximising value
from electronic identification (EID)

r at e stags and willirapEmentgosttieetive’
measures to trial new uses of such
technology. The Meat & Wool NZ

FITT (Farmer Initiated Technology

and Transfer) programme will aid the
group in their ofarm trials. Simon

will be bringing knowledge from the
EID project AbacusBio managed at
Traquair (funded by New Zealand
Trade and Enterpri
great evaluating the technology in
di fferent far mi
Simon.

-Simon Glennie

Key topics and trial results would be

other groups through farmer field
days and articles in farming
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Kevin Smith leads AbacusBio Australian subsidary company

Pant breeding and genetics expertbreeding of forage, grain and

Kevin Smith recently joined
AbacusBio to setip the Australian
subsidary company, AbacusBio Pty
Ltd.

Kevin previously worked alongside
AbacusBio in his former roles as the
Deputy Director of Bioscience
Research for the Victorian

Department of Primary Industries and He has worked on plant breeding

Professor of Molecular Plant
Breeding at LaTrobe University. He
brings expertise in genetics and

With his years of experience turning
hard science into practical darm
applications, Kevin is a valuable
addition to the

horticultural crops; design and
analysis of plant evaluation trials,
strategic analysis expertise in
research and technology developmenteXpertise.
in the broad biosciences area
especially relating to plants and in the
commercialisation of genetics and
biotechnology innovations.

ADb

programs in Australia, New Zealand,
Japan, the UK, the USA, Uruguay
and Argentina.

Kevin Smith
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